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A Happy New Year (4 RIFiZ004E)

At the beginning of the year 2023, 1 would like to extend my best wishes for the New Year and ask for your continued
support of Koyasan Beikoku Betsuin of Los Angeles. 2022 was a difficult year. Russia's military invasion of Ukraine caused
various hardships to people around the world. Threats of war have been accompanied by high prices of goods and services
worldwide, affecting the supply and demand of food, which threatens the stability of people's lives. Turning to Japan, the
assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was a shocking incident. This has led to polarizing views of the incident
that divided the country on the state of the nation's funeral rites. The issue of politics and religion, which could be said to have
triggered the incident, was also the subject of lively debate and was widely discussed in the Japanese Diet.

Finally, the COVID-19 outbreak shows no signs of ending.

But as the cycle of renewal and rebirth continue, we now enter in another new year. As many people around the world
face life-threatening and difficult situations, we too will be faced with a variety of challenges. However, | hope that all of you
keep your faith strong and continue to live your days in good health, protecting yourselves and your families, as well as the
loved ones around you.

In October, the “Omachiuke Service” was held to kickoff the 110th anniversary celebration of the Shingon Mission of
North America, and many events were held, including a Goeika Seminar, Jukai Ceremony, etc. Please take your time to read the
articles | wrote for more detail. On October 15, 2023,, we are planning to hold a grand ceremony commemorating the 1101
Anniversary with all Daishi followers in North America along with guests of honor from the Koyasan HQ. For the main event,
we will hold a dedication and eye-opening ceremony for the 600-volume Daihannya Sutra, which was acquired through great
expense by the Koyasan Beikoku Betsuin. The Daihannya Sutra has already arrived at the Betsuin in twelve Urushi lacquered
boxes. The time spent in preparing the sutra books amounted to one and a half years. This very valuable sutra was hand-printed
page by page using a woodblock and a special Japanese paper kneaded with saffron to repel insects.

Let us rejoice together that another treasure has been added to the Betsuin.

The 600 volumes of the Daihannya Sutra and the dedicated wishes from sponsors will be prayed for once a year at the
Betsuin for the next 100 years. We would like to ask all supporters to sponsor a volume or many volumes of the Daihannya
Sutra for the sake of promoting the merits of the Buddha, for the sake of your ancestors, for the sake of your family's continued
growth, and for the sake of the health and safety of your family and household.

Namu Daishi Henjo Kongo.
Bishop Yuju Matsumoto
Head Minister

Koyasan Beikoku Betsuin of Los Angeles

*The Betsuin needs your help and support in this large financial undertaking and will be offering a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to sponsor individual volumes of the Daihannya Sutra.

$300 One Volume (You may sponsor multiple volumes, subject to availability.)
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Temple Events

Fall Ohigan Service

On Sunday, September 18, 2022, “Fall Higan Service”
was held at the Betsuin. Starting this year, the Mizumuke
Service, which is held at the Koyasan Okunoin Temple,
~was held at the Betsuin as well. The fact that the
Mizumuke Service is appreciated by everyone is the best
proof that their ancestors are happy. During the service, the
8 names of the ancestors of those who applied for the
memorial service and the names of the deceased were read
out and merits dedicated to their salvation, so that they
cross the shore of liberation. After the sermon, each
participant brought his or her wooden prayer Toba to the
Jizo statue for water and prayed with their Gassho. After
the Higan Service, the annual fund raising raffle was held.
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Daikoku Ten Matsuri

On Sunday, October 16, 2022, the annual | -
"Daikokuten-jin Matsuri* was held at the -
Betsuin. Daikokuten is a Buddhist deity named
Mahakala in Sanskit, a wild Indian deity who is
believed by many to bestow good fortune and
treasures. He is also the deity worshipped in the
kitchens and dining rooms of temples.

Together with the participants, we prayed for
Daikokuten's blessings by loudly chanting the
Daikokuten mantra "On maka karaya sowaka"
and "Sen Hyaku Banrai / Shobai Hanjo”, “Ten
thousand guests, ten thousand comings,
prosperous business".
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Kickoff Celebration of the 110th Anniversary of the Shingon North American Mission
""Omachiuke Prelude Service™ and "'Jukai''

On October 22 and 23, 2022, a five-member delegation from Kongobuji Temple visited the Betsuin as part of the
Kickoff Celebration of the Betsuin’s 110th Anniversary. On October 22nd, a Koyasan Kongo-ryu Goeika Missionary Seminar
was held (instructor: Rev. Ken'ei Iwata, Ei -Kan Director), and on October 23rd, a *Omachiuke Ceremony to Commemorate the
110th Anniversary of the Missionary of the Continent of North America™ was held. In addition, a "Giving of the Bodhisattva
Precepts" ceremony was held at the same time. In addition, meetings with various organizations and visits to Zen centers made
for a busy and productive overseas tour. The North American delegation was led by Bishop Shunga Kiryu, Director of the
International Bureau, and accompanied by Rev. Yuei Goto, Deputy Director of the International Bureau; Rev. Ryutai
Takahashi, International Bureau Counselor (Shoko-in Temple, Tokyo); Rev. Ken-ei lwata, Director of Kongo-ryu Goeika
(Asahi-ji Temple, Shimane); and Rev. Jijun Inaba, International Bureau staff.

Friday, October 21, 2022

The delegation boarded Japan Airlines Flight 16 from Haneda International Airport to North America, arriving at the Tom
Bradley International Terminal of Los Angeles International Airport at 11:00 a.m. on the same day. Upon arrival, the group
visited the Harbor Koyasan Buddhist Church and received a briefing from Bishop Matsumoto on the local environment,
activities, and future challenges.

Saturday, October 22, 2022
There is a 16-hour time difference
between Japan and Los Angeles.
After a sleepless night due to the
time differences between Japan
and Los Angeles, the group met at
9:30 a.m. at the Betsuin for a
special meeting with the Sokanbu,
the organization comprised of
North American Shingon
ministers. The meeting began with
a welcome address by Bishop
Kiryu, the International Director,
followed by enthusiastic
discussions on various issues
within the Shingon mission and
personnel matters for international
missionaries, which lasted six
hours with lunch in-between.
From 3:30 p.m., the "Koyasan
Kongo Ryu Goeika Missionary




Seminar" (instructor: Rev. Ken'ei lwata) was held in the Daishido Hall on the second floor of the Betsuin, where 20 Kongo Ko
members and Kyokai Kyoshis from North America received enthusiastic instruction.

Sunday, October 23, 2022
At 10:00 a.m., the prelude service for the "110th Anniversary of the Missionary of the Koyasan Shingon Shu on the North
American Continent" was held. Bishop Kiryu, Director of the International Bureau, was the master of ceremonies, and Rev. Yu-
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Bureau, was the assistant
master of ceremonies. 11
priests in total performed
the "Hiraza Rishu Zanmai
Service," a unique
Shingon Buddhism
Service.
The priests entered the
main hall, followed by the
Shasui Blessing, the
recitation of the Goeika
"Kongo" by Rev. Iwata,
the Goeika master
chanting, and Rishu-kyo,
and then the reading of the
"Prayer" (see separate
document) by Rev.Goto,
Deputy Director. The
service was concluded

with Gosan, various Shingon mantras, and universal prayer.

The following masters performed the service.

Officiant Bishop Shunga Kiryu, Director of the International Bureau

Assistant Officiant Rev. Yuei Goto, Deputy Director-General of the International Bureau
Zuiki Attend: Rev. Taisen Miyata, former Bishop of the Betsuin

Shiki Shu Attendants Rev. Ryutai Takahashi, (Shoko-in Temple, Tokyo)

Rev. Kan-ei Ilwata, (Asahi-ji Temple, Shimane)
Rev. Ichiyo Fukuda, (Jingo-ji Temple, Redmond)
Rev. Myokyo Shigemitsu, (Sokanbu Office)
Rev. Kosho Finch, (Henjo-ji Temple, Portland)
Rev. Taijo Imanaka, (Seattle Koyasan Temple, Seattle)
Bishop Yuju Matsumoto, (Betsuin)
Director of the Service Rev. Kanpo Mimatsu (Keigen-ji Temple, Sacramento)

After the prelude service was concluded, the inner alter area was rearranged for the "Jukai Ceremony" that followed with all the
lights in the Altar area turned off with the stage curtains closed, resembling the sacred and secret atmosphere of the Jukai
ceremony conducted on Mt. Koya. Participants were then led into the inner alter where Bishop Kiryu gave the Bodhisattva
precepts to the participants and presented each participant with the “Bosatsu Kai Cho” certificate as proof they received the
precepts. Each participant was then brought to the Kobo Daishi statute where Rev. Goto gave a blessing and an omamori to
each person in front of the Kobo Daishi statute and Kobo Daishi painting, which is a copy of the portrait of Kobo Daishi that



was drawn by Prince Shinnyo Shinno. According to legend, Kobo
Daishi himself opened the eyes of Prince Shinyo’s portrait and it is
rare for a copy to be displayed outside of the Mie-E-Do in Mt. Koya.

# After the Jukai ceremony, Bishop Kiryu gave a dharma talk with
Kyokai Kyoshi Chikyo Paris serving as the Japanese interpreter. A
lunch reception was then held with Daishi followers from all over
North America, where Bishop Kiryu provided remarks to the
congregation, and the atmosphere was friendly as everybody enjoyed
the catered lunch.

In the afternoon, a meeting was held with the Board of Directors and
Cabinet officers of the Betsuin where questions about next year's
"110th Anniversary Service™" and the issue of securing international missionaries for the North American Mission were earnestly
discussed. In the evening, a dinner party was held in honor of Bishop Kiryu and his delegation, further deepening the friendship
among the participants.

Monday, October 24, 2022

On the final day of their visit to Los Angeles, the group
paid a visit to Zenshuji Temple, where they met with Rev.
Shumyo Kojima, Head Minister of Zenshuji Temple, to
hear about the situation and challenges of international
missionary work in Soto Zen Buddhism and Rev. Kojima’s
efforts to promote international missionary work.

In the afternoon, guided by Rev. Dokan Kojima, who works
in the Soto Zen Department of North America, the group
visited the Soto Zen Center of Los Angeles and the Rinzai
Zen Center of Los Angeles in Los Angeles to observe the
overseas missionary activities of Zen Buddhism, especially
those for non-Japanese.

Tuesday, October 25, 2022

On their last day in the United States, the delegation visited
the Betsuin again before returning to Japan, prayed earnestly for the 110th anniversary celebration next year and for a return
visit, and departed for Japan.



Prayer for 110th Anniversary of Koyasan Shingon Mission

Omachiuke Service
(Prayer by Rev. Yuei Goto)

I respectfully address Maha Vairocana Tathagata,
and Henjo Kongo, who continues to practice in eternal
meditation and the Triple Gems that pervade the universe.
The Buddha Dharma is the truth of the universe that
Buddha Shakyamuni attained at enlightenment under the
Bodhi tree over 2,500 years ago, and it is the most
precious and most important teaching that he gave to
humankind. The Buddha appeared in this world and
transmitted his teachings, the Dharma, to the people. That
is why the Monk Genjo traveled across scorching deserts
and rugged mountains to India to seek the Dharma, and
our own Kobo Daishi, without regard for his life, crossed
the waves over ten thousand miles to bring Esoteric
Buddhism to Japan. Thus, it was a difficult journey for

. e it
Shingon Buddhism to reach the North American continent.

In 1909, Rev. Shutai Aoyama, a native of Toyama City, Toyama Prefecture, and head priest of the Koyasan Kyogakuin
Temple, was ordered by His Holiness Abbot Yuhan Mitsumon of Koyasan to visit North America to observe the religious
situation and to work for the Shingon Mission. He left the port of Yokohama and landed in the port of San Francisco on the
west coast of the United States. However, under the pressure of the grave mission entrusted to him and the fatigue of the long
journey, he fell and suffered a serious illness that left him hovering between life and death. However, through the blessed
power of Kobo Daishi, he miraculously survived.

In 1910, while working on a plantation in San Jose, California, Rev. Aoyama prayed before a hanging scroll of Kobo
Daishi enshrined in his room. This was the beginning of the Shingon Mission of North America. Later, in 1912, he moved to
Los Angeles and after many hardships as a railroad worker and shipyard worker, he finally found about 50 members who were
willing to join him in prayers. As a result, Rev. Aoyama established a gathering place in Elysian Park, a suburb of Los Angeles,
and set up a Daishi Church. In addition, Bishop Yuban Hossho, the head priest of Henjo Ko In Temple in Mt. Koya, donated an
essential Daishi Hanging Scroll through Koyasan Headquarters, which Rev. Aoyama enshrined as the main deity of the Daishi
Church and made it the foundation for his U.S. missionary work.

Rev. Aoyama’s missionary work was arduous, and he made little progress at first, but through his association with
Odaishi Sama, he was able to attract ardent followers of Kobo Daishi, including Kiyotaro Nakano, Sotaro lgaue, Saburo
Takasugi and others, as well as many others from around the country. This was the result of the missionary work of Rev. Shutai
Aoyama, the first missionary on the North American continent.

Kobo Daishi vowed, “Until the end of the universe, the end of all people, and the end of nirvana, my wish for the
salvation of all sentient beings will never cease.” The virtue of his vow became the sacred purpose of all people, transcending
national borders and ethnicities.

How fortuitous! Esoteric Buddhism originated in India, spread further east through China, passed through Japan, and is
now flourishing in the United States, and the light of the Dharma is shining here. Today, the Koyasan Ministers of North
American regions and Daishi followers from all over the United States joined together to pray for success of next year’s 110th
Anniversary of the Missionary in North America.

Omachiuke Prelude Service

We ask that you, Dainichi Nyorai, the Lord of Shingon, and Kobo Daishi Henjo Kongo, perceive our heartfelt wishes
and help us to have a safe and successful Service next year.
May we share these benefits equally.

October 23, 2022
Bishop Shunga Kiryu, Dept. of Education and Dept. of International Bureau
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Jukai Dharma Talk by Bishop Kiryu

Hello everyone. And nice to meet you. My
name is Shunga Kiryu. I am from Koyasan, Japan, a
mountain chosen by Odaishisama as a holy place for
Shingon Esoteric Buddhism, a center for Meditation
practice, and a "prayer sanctuary” for the well-being
of all Sentient beings all over the world.

I am working at Koyasan Headquarters
Kongo-Buji Temple in Mount Koya as an Officer,
Bishop in the Educational Department. | am very
grateful and happy to see you all here today, and |
feel that it is by the blessings of the Buddha, the
heavenly deities, and the guidance of Great Master
Kobo Daishi that we are here together. | have now
given the "Bosatsu Ju Zen no Kaiho", Ten Precepts
to each of you in front of the Odaishisama enshrined
in this Betsuin.

When we hear the words "precepts"”, we have a somewhat formal feeling. But the truth is that it is not that difficult. In
other words, the "precepts" are "important rules and commitments” that we must follow in our lives. These important rules are
necessary for us to live our lives smoothly and happily, no matter what time of year it is. There are two types of rules. One is the
social rules that you already follow, such as laws and regulations. The other is the rule for oneself, which is to follow the rules
one has set for oneself. The social rules mentioned above are punishable if they are not followed. However, if you make your
own rules and follow them yourself, no one will penalize you for failing to follow them. Because they are the rules that you set
for yourself.

While Odaishisama recognizes that all the precepts of Buddhism in general are important for our practice, we have
taken a broader view and created the Sanmaya vow. The mantra "On Sanmaya Satoban™ that you were chanting during Ten
Precepts is the Sanmaya vow of Odaishisama. Furthermore, Odaishisama said, "There are various precepts, but Ten Precepts are
the basic ones. The Ten Precepts are wide-ranging and include the ten good precepts of not killing or harming any living things,
not taking what is not given, not having improper sexual relations, not speaking falsely, not speaking carelessly, not speaking
abusively, not speaking to cause discord, not having thoughts of greed, not having thoughts of ill-will, and not holding false
views.

Odaishisama further said, *There is no discrimination among the three: my mind, the mind of sentient beings, and the
mind of the Buddha”. He also said, "If you practice becoming that mind, this is practicing the Way of the Buddha”. In other
words, he said, "I am the Buddha, and all sentient beings are the Buddha”. In other words, he said, "The samadhi is to realize
that the mind of each of you, all sentient beings, and the Buddha are one”. In summary, the sanmaya kai of Odaishisama is to be
aware that "I, sentient beings, and the Buddha are one and equal”.

Odaishisama also said, "The way of mind as a bodhisattva is based on compassion, and bodhisattvas benefit other
beings first before becoming Buddhas”. Thus, he told us that our vital mind is all about "compassion”. This is because we are
Bodhisattvas and the path we walk is the path to becoming a Buddha. That compassion is called “Ji Hi” in Japanese.

“Ji" is called "Ttsukushimu”. “Ttsukushimu" is the mind to understand others better. The "Hi" of compassion is the heart of
"salvation™ that wishes to relieve the suffering and sorrow of the other person as much as possible.



Odaishisama also explains the
importance of using this heart of
compassion to think of the other person
first, to guide them in a direction that is
as good and happy as possible, and to
benefit them. Today's world is a bleak
and chaotic place. In such a world, the
words of Odaishisama are a precious
and grateful teaching that can save the
world and lead people to happiness. The
"Precepts of Odaishisama" that | have
just given to you are the promises that
you have made to your own Buddha
mind to further nurture the precious
compassion in your heart. Please apply
the Precepts given to you by
Odaishisama in your daily life.

Today, as proof that you have
received Odaishisama's Precepts, we have
presented you the Bosatu Kaicho, certificate.
This is not a certificate, but a Kechimyaku, a
precious symbol that signifies you have
received the Dharma directly from
Odaishisama, and that you have made a
precious connection with Odaishisama as a
Bodhisattva yourself.

You may carry it with you at all times or
enshrine it on your Buddhist altar at home, as
it will serve as a good luck charm.

I sincerely hope that all of you will further
strengthen your faith and devote yourselves
to living as Bodhisattvas.

Thank you for joining us today.

Namu Daishi Henjo Kongo
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Shichi Go San Blessing

On November 12 and 13, 2022, the "Shichi-Go-San Prayer Service"
was held at the Betsuin. This year, as last year, in order to avoid
crowding the temple, the prayer sessions were held on Saturday and
Sunday. The prayer service was conducted on both days by Bishop
Yuju Matsumoto and Betsuin Kyokai Kyoshi, who prayed for the
healthy growth and health of the children.

On both days, photographer Alan Miyatake was available for those
who wanted to have their pictures taken and took wonderful
commemorative photos with his professional skills.
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Future Events

CARILERHYET X
DECEMBER 18, 2022 1:30 PM OSAME -DAISHI & GOMA PRACTICE
DECEMBER 31, 2022 4:00 PM YEAR-END SERVICE
JANUARY 1 -3, 2023 9:30AM-4:00PM HATSUMODE
JANUARY 1 10:00 AM NEW YEAR’S DAY SHU-SHO E GOMA SERVICE
(W/MOCHI PRESENTATION)
11:30 AM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
12:30 AM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVI
2:00 PM NEW YEAR’S DAY GOMA SERVICE
3:30 PM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
JANUARY 2 10:00 AM GOMA SERVICE
11:30 AM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
12:30 PM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
2:00 PM GOMA SERVICE
3:30 PM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
JANUARY 3 10:00 AM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
11:00 AM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
12:00 PM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
1:30 PM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSING SERVICE
2:30 PM TAIKO GOHEI BLESSIBG SERVICE
JANUARY 22 1:30 PM HATSU-DAISHI & GOMA PRACTICE
JANUARY 29 1:30 PM GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING / ELECTIONS

*1n regards to attending the service
Only temple members that have paid membership dues can reserve seats for the New Year’s Service. Reservations can

be made by email or phone. Please contact Regina at lakoyasan@yahoo.com or 213-624-1276. Since the number of seats
is limited, please reserve as early as possible. Please note that the doors to the main hall will be closed promptly at 10:00
am or earlier if the main hall is filled to capacity. Temple members will also receive a Hamaya from the Betsuin on New
Year’s Day. The end of the year and the beginning of the new year are full of events at the temple. Each event has an important
meaning. Please spend the end of the year being thankful for the year that is passing, hopeful for the year to come, and grateful

for the fact that we are alive today.
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Enjoy to the fullest!
Koyasan and Kyoto Gion Festival

Departure: July 10, 2023 (Mon) from LAX Return: July 21, 2023 (Fri) from LAX
Airline Japan Airlines
Capacity: 15 persons
Application deadline: Friday, March 31, 2023

2023 marks the 1,250th anniversary of the birth of Kobo-Daishi.

The Great Priest was an outstanding monk of the Heian period who learned pure esoteric Buddhism from Ajari Hui Guo in
China and brought it to Japan. This year, six Kyokai Kyoshi from the U.S. Betsuin will travel to Koyasan to take the final
examinations and receive Jumyo Kanjo. They will be the treasures who will lead the next generation of Betsuin as the American
Odaishasama. Let's go to Koyasan together to support them.

Applications will be forthcoming.
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July 10 (Mon) LAX to OSAKA via Haneda  Arrive Japan on 11%(Tue)
12 (Wed) Koyasan
13 (Thr) Koyasan
14 (Fri) Koyasan
15 (Sat) Koyasan to Kyoto
16 (Sun) Kyoto Gion Festival
17 (Mon) Free Time
18 (Tue) Free Time
19 (Wed) Free Time
20 (Thr) Free Time

21 (Fri) OSAKA to LAX via Haneda  Arrive LAX at 11:15AM
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Hoshi Matsuri Grand Goma Prayer
This is the way to Open Your Own Luck for Happiness
""Shingon Esoteric Ritual: Hoshi Matsuri”
Turn misfortune into good fortune
If you want to increase your "'luck' and make your wishes come true, please apply!

Hoshi Matsuri is a traditional event to pray for good luck by purging the year's bad luck.

It is said that Yaku (evil) is a turning point in one's life where misfortune and hindrance can easily befall one's body, and there
is a custom to pray for the elimination of bad luck. We will pray at Hoshi Matsuri for the entire family’s safety in the coming year
and to increase their luck and good fortune.

For more information, please refer to the forthcoming Hoshi Matsuri form and application.
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Spring Higan Service
Betsuin’s "Spring Ohigan Service" will be held on March 19, 2023 (Sunday).

Although we cannot do anything daily,
Now, we offer a memorial service for our ancestors with all our blessings.
To my parents and ancestors,
| offer my Gassho

In Japan, the spring equinox holiday is designated by law to "honor nature and cherish life". We hope that we will be able to
welcome you to the temple for you to visit on this springtime Higan, a day to make offerings to our ancestors to express your
gratitude to the Buddha and to our ancestors for all that we have been given.
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